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8:15-9:10 a.m.
Traditional Worship

9:20 - 10:20 a.m.
Sunday School
For All Ages

10:30 — 11:15 a.m.
CONNECTIONS Worship

11:30 — 12:15 p.m.
Praise Worship

Celebrations

Palm Sunday

Holy Week

On Maundy Thursday, we focus on the role of Judas on the “night that Jesus was betrayed”.
Worship service is on April 9" at 7:00pm.

On Good Friday (God’s Friday), we recognize the extraordinary nature of the God of creation,
who would assume the status of shame, degradation, scourge and death in order to fully reconcile
God’s creation with itself. Worship service is on April 10" at 7:00pm.

On Easter Sunday, Christ rising to final victory as the master of life, death, and life after death.
Easter is the ultimate affirmation of God’s power, grace, love, and victory. There will be
four worship service celebrations on April 12"

SunRise Worship is at 6:30am,

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 7:00am — 10:30am,
Traditional Worship is at 8:15am,
CONNECTIONS Worship is at 10:30am,
Praise Worship is at 11:30am.

Final 8 Minute Welcoming Lifestyle Training Session

Immediately to Follow Worship Today!!

Everyone is invited to stay after service for 8 minutes as we review the final step in our Lenten
Welcoming Lifestyle Training for this year. This short video message will be played in the
Sanctuary immediately following all services. This presentation from the Director of United
Methodist Communications is a dynamic introduction to the new re-branded UMC outreach
website: http://tenthousanddoors.org.

Tenthousanddoors.org is a new connection site provided by the UMC to allow for further outreach
and relationship building with seekers in our community. Part of this energetic plan is a national
call to "Rethink Church" and see it as a verb: an action practiced with Open Hearts, Open Minds
and Open Doors. This is all part of the UMC national publicity plan and an important part of
Epworth UMC becoming "Welcoming Church Certified" and eligible for UMC grant monies, such as
those which helped pay for our electronic sign. Welcoming Lifestyle Training will be held
throughout the year, as encouraged by UMComm, in order to help church attendees become more
familiar with how we can all Rethink Church and support our community, locally and globally.

So stick around today and be a part of this exciting action!

Confirmation Sunday

Confirmation of all Students will be held on Sunday, April 19",

In order to make confirmation special for this year’s confirmands, we are asking

for your help. We are asking for donations for a continental breakfast; juice,
muffins, bagels, fruit, coffee cakes. There is a sign-up sheet in the Community
Room starting today, to let us know what you can bring to this all-church

celebration following the 8:15 service. This is a huge event for the congregation and
we hope that everyone will welcome all the confirmands as Epworth church
members. Questions, please contact the Church Office at 847-931-5400.



Page 2 Palm Sunday

A Word from our Pastor ...

In these difficult days of economic fluctuation and instability we are reminded that “things”
do not provide sustained security, meaning, value, or purpose. The only consistent,
dependable, and transforming force that has been affirmed through all the generations is the
unseen but unmistakable relational force of God.

John 3:16 is memorable because it speaks to the heart of God's passion for God’'s people and God’s entire creation.
“For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.” (John 3:16) This statement prepares us for the depth of meaning and the expanse of
relationship God models for us as we experience Holy Week, Easter, and the fifty days of celebration following Easter.
John 3:17 goes on, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

For those who have followed along the study of this amazing little book, The Shack, an opportunity has come to us to
“rethink” church, to “rethink” our religious understandings, and ultimately to “rethink” what is at the heart of being
Christian. Christianity is so much more than memorizing a few favorite bible verses or holding claim to sterile doctrinal
statements or being steadfast with the laundry list of rules, laws, commandments and demands that religious tradition
accumulates. Christianity is hardly about all the triviality that consumes my life, your life, our lives. At the center of
this “rethinking” is a bold, bright, and amazing realization that God is about building meaning and purpose through
relationship . . . with God, through Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel is far more exciting than the stock market . . . far more amazing than the best sports the world can offer. . .
and far more tantalizing than any movie, drama, concert or artistic production. God demonstrates a passion for our
discovery of life everlasting . . . and not just in the by and by. The Gospel is about God breaking into our lives, shaking
us at our roots, and opening our eyes, our ears, our hearts and our souls to the wonderful gift of life . . . in relationship
to God’s own self, to each other and to the world.

This may step on some toes around the Epworth community . . . but if Holy Week and Easter do not wake us up this
year with refreshed amazement, joy, passionate enthusiasm and motivation to take all these relationships around us
more seriously . . . we, too, may be among those the Gospel suggests prefer the darkness over the light. My prayer for
us all is that we will shout “He is Risen!” and we will dance together and we will serve with enthusiasm and we will be
served with appreciation and we will welcome the promise of eternal life with so much joy . . . we almost cannot be
contained!!

May this be the season of resurrection for you, your loved ones, your neighbors, our community, our nation and all of
God’'s community. Amen!

Pastor David Newhouse

Friendship Club Luncheon

Over 55? Why not plan on attending the next Friendship Club lunch this Wednesday,
April 8" at 12:30 p.m. at The Silver Lake Chinese Restaurant which is located
at the 881 South Randall Road in Elgin. To carpool, meet at the church at 12:00 p.m.
Sign-up in the Community Room. Any questions, please contact the Church Office at
847-931-5400.

Y

/\

Last Sunday to Place Order For Easter Lilies

Forms are available in the folders, back of the Sanctuary or in the Community Room.
Return to the offering plate/office by tomorrow, April 6. Please make checks
payable to Epworth United Methodist Church ear-marked “Lilies”, $12.00 each.
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Epworth Mosaic Youth Group FTITN

This group is for all Youth 7" — 12" Grades. T | [ ]
in (]|

The purpose of Mosaic youth group is to come together to grow in faith and to nurture and T | . amr

care for each other in Christian love in a safe and pressure-free place through service and fun.

*JM

KWWW/J
(Kids Who Walk With Jesus)

It was a BIG BUILDING DAY.

Our Lead Engineer... built a club house... all KWWWJ]
kids were invited into Club House... photos will be
posted outside the Nursery... great building by all
kids... lots of "team" work... stars were awarded!!!

Easter is close... and thanks to jesus, tis the season of
true forgiveness... the best / greatest "I BELIEVE" is:

I believe... that it isn't always enough, to be forgiven
by others, sometimes, you have to learn to forgive
yourself.

Happy Easter to all,

L cross + 3 nails = 4 given

God bless, w/love and giggles,
Childcare Coordinator

UMW Event

All Women are invited to join us on
Thursday, April 16" at 6:30 p.m. in
M5, the meeting room next to the
Kitchen. A teacher will be sharing

her every day challenges that she faces.

Don't forget ... to mark your calendars for
April 16"

MOSAE

\'OUTH GROUP

APRIL Rainbow Convenant
Special Offering

UM Volunteers North Central Division
Our April Mission is to support the General Board of
Global Ministries which is the global mission agency of
The United Methodist Church, its annual conferences,
missionary conferences, and local congregations. It is
organized into eight program areas, the Women's
Division, and General Administration.

The Gospel -- the Good News of God's love and gifts of
redemption and reconciliation -- empowers the work of
mission.

Making disciples, building up the church, alleviating
suffering, and promoting justice, freedom, and peace are
Global Ministries' mission goals.

Find an order sheet in the attendance folder
and order gift cards to pay those bills at
Kohl's or Penny’s. Purchase a card to use at
Jewel or the Gas Station. Look over the list to see if
there are some cards you can buy today and help your
church at the same time. Epworth receives 2 -20% of
the price you pay. Give it a try!

Manna Orders Taken Today! E

NEW CREATIONS PRESCHOOL
o FLOWER HANGING BASKETS

New Creations Preschool’s annual
Hanging Flower Baskets sale is here!

9 Flower basket orders and money must in
by Sunday. April 26™. An order form can be found in this
bulletin, Community Room, as well as on our website,
under the “Community” tab. Need help choosing the
flowers? Check the bulletin board in the Community
Room, color photos were taken of last year's flower
hanging baskets. Flowers will be available to pick-up
beginning Wednesday, May 6".

Thank you for your continued support and prayers.
Penny Ball, Director of New Creations Preschool.
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Men, Song & Fellowship

Come and join us TODAY and have some fun in
the Sanctuary. We will also be continuing the 1
and 3™ Sunday of each month, — we'll gather
around the Piano and sing both Christian and
Secular music.

PADS

Epworth supplies volunteers to help the second
Wednesday / Thursday each month. The next
date is this Wednesday, April 8" /Thursday,
April 9™. If you are able to give the gift of time,
please contact the Church Office at 847-931-
5400.

724PADS

[HOMERESSIDOESN:T HAV

SPRING
CLEANUP
DAY

>
It's time for our annual Spring clean-up and all
hands are needed. Sign-up in the Community
Room. We need to have a headcount by Monday,
April 20" as lunch/ sandwiches will be provided.
Can you come for one hour or a few hours?!

Come Rain or Shine on
April 25™1

This is a great opportunity to renew that spring
vim, vigor, and vitality. We plan to start at 8:30
a.m. and finish by 1:00pm. See you there.

If you have any questions, please contact the
Church Office at 847-931-5400.

News from New Creations

Registrations are currently being taken for the 2009-10 school year.
If you or anyone you know is looking for a loving environment where
their child can grow emotionally, spiritually and intellectually, New
Creations is the place to be! We are offering both Tuesday and
Thursday as well as Monday, Wednesday and Friday a.m. classes.

Registration fee is $100.00.

This year we have two tuition rates, one for Church Members and the
other for Non-Church Members:

Church Member Tuition Rates:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday - $180.50 month .
Tuesday/Thursday - $128.25 month ¥

_1 i
R
Non Church Member Tuition Rates: ‘1: ]
Monday/Wednesday/Friday - $190.00 month - <

Tuesday/Thursday - $135.00 month

We thank you for your continual prayers and support for renewed
growth at New Creations Preschool! Don’t forget to check us out on
the web at www.epworthumcelgin.org. Any questions, please call me
at 847-931-5088. — Penny Ball / Director

Blood Pressure Checks

Once a month we offer free blood pressure checks which are held in
the Community Room between services. Mark your calendars now for
the next date, which will be April 19™. Don’t wait until something
happens, come be holy and healthy with us!

Box Tops For Education

Please don't forget to cut out the Box Tops for Education labels from
General Mills cereals and cake mixes and put them in the Mission
collection cabinet found in the hallway near the tower entrance. These
rewards will go to a school in our own community — Garfield School in
Elgin. It's a simple thing to do. Take a look at this link to see what
products you can cut: www.boxtops4education.com.

Open hearts. Open minds, Open doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church®




Wednesday Evening Dinner

Come and join us for a Grilled
Cheese Sandwich and a bowl! of
Tomato Soup this Wednesday,
April 8" from

5:30pm - 6:45pm.

Come one, come all for

fellowship and a no cooking dmner'I

You can eat whenever it's convenient.

Spring is here!

It is time to sign-up for softball.

\ The season starts Saturday,

April 25th. The cost again for this
year is $40.00. Please pay by

May 2nd. Our intention is to have
two teams again this year.

Come experience

Super

Service

It's time to sign-up for the Second Annual Super

Service Saturday Event.
Mark your calenders for:

Saturday, May 2nd
from 10am - 6pm. (Supper - 5pm).

The cost will be $15.00 for an individual or $30 for a

family of 3 or more.

Make checks payable to Epworth and write on the
memo line: Super Service Saturday. Your money will
cover a T-Shirt and Supper after the day is over.

Bring a snack or small lunch to your project.

Sign-up today in the Community Room.
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Epworth Health and Wealth

v Do you find yourself worried about money?

v Would you like to take control of your finances?

v Are you trying to dig out of the bondage of credit card
debt?

v Would you like to work on a plan that will help secure
your financial future?

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, then Freed-
Up Financial Living is for you.

Beginning Wednesday, April 15th at 6:00pm,
Epworth will offer a 6-week financial program geared to
help all people, of all ages and from all walks of life. Freed-
Up Financial Living is for everyone, regardless of their
financial circumstances. The classes will be 90 minutes long
and the cost is $20 per participant, which covers all course
materials. Couples are encouraged to attend together, and
by sharing the materials two can attend for the price of
one!

This course will cover practical solutions for those who
would like to take control of their finances. The class is
ideal for all households, especially families with young
children, and college students. The course will help you
find the peace and confidence that comes with being
“Freed-Up” from concerns and worries about money. If
you are interested, please contact the Church Office.
Registrations will be taken until today, Sunday. April
5th.

Testimonials:

In the Freed Up class, | learned how to focus on my
financial goals and create a financial plan that will allow me
to reach them. It's important to know where your money
is going now and in the future!

This class helped me realize how much money | was
spending on day to day expenses. With learning that | can
try to save more money. It also gave me some practical
advice on paying down debt. Our instructor is good at
bringing the real world into the class.

When | entered the Freed Up class the first night, |1 was not
sure what to expect, and my fear proved correct as it was
going to be another "how to budget your money" class. |
have never been one to make a budget and if | did | never
really stuck by it. I guess I'm the easy come, easy go type,
the Que Sarah, Sarah, guy.

Well the instructor, (who is very good, and very prepared)
showed me that tracking your expenses, and he means
every single, little expense, can be beneficial and shows
you where the money really goes. It can open your eyes to
what and where you spend your money on.

No matter what your financial position is in life, if you're
old, young, rich, or living paycheck to paycheck, I would
recommend this class. You can also bring food to class and
not get in trouble with the professor!
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Pastor's Get Acquainted Happy
Hour's Focus!!!

On Friday, April 17" from 6:30 to 8:30pm Happy
Hour will be dedicated to young adults. Pastor and his
Wife and the Member Care Committee are inviting all
young adults to come together for dinner to see how we
can be in a ministry together. Dinner (Pizza) will be at
the Church Parsonage.

If childcare is needed just indicate that in registering.
Contact the church office or drop a note in the Sunday
offering accepting this invitation. The Pizza will be
provided by the Member Care Committee and guests will
be invited to bring a side dish, appetizer, salad, or
dessert of your choice. Beverages will also be provided
along with dinnerware. (Special dietary needs should be
communicated with registration.)

As we have many new households participating in the
ministries of Epworth, we are hopeful to help develop
some new friendships and offer some time for sharing of
information and really getting acquainted. A church with
three worship offerings needs all the options for extra
innings of get-togethers we can “cook” up! All young
adults are invited.

Heifer International

vf"}-é«.
YHEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

Ending Hunger,
Caréng for the Earth

During the month of April the Missions Committee is
trying to earn enough money to send an ark of animals
to Heifer International. We already have some in the
ark, but we still need a more.

There will be a bowlathon on May 17th that you can
sponsor a bowler or you can bowl yourself and get
pledges. See the display in the Community Room.

We will also have the posters up in the Community Room
and you can make donations to your favorite animals.

Also, don’'t forget your pennies for the ark during
Children’s time. If you don’'t feel comfortable going up to
Children’s Time, ask one of the little ones. They'll be
glad to deposit it for you.

Let's give it a shot and help the less fortunate out.

Missions Committee

Men of Faith class (Women are invited to join)
starting Sunday, April 19th. We will be discussing the
book: Nine Innings: Baseball and Spirituality by Derek
Bryant.

Former Oakland A's player Derek Bryant merges the very
physical world of baseball with the spiritual world of
Christianity. An exhilarating trip to the ballgame, this
book grounds faith in something familiar and beloved:
the great American pastime of baseball. Seen through
the shade of a baseball cap, faith becomes accessible and
fun. Through "Nine Innings," Bryant offers nine practical
steps to a joyous life by combining baseball facts, Bible
stories, and life experiences on and off the diamond into
an inspirational mixture of sports and faith. Using an
actual "scoreboard", Bryant divides each inning into two
parts. Batting first, Bryant plays the role of the visiting
team and introduces a new player and his role at the top
of each inning. Then, the Lord, batting for the home
team, follows each chapter with corresponding spiritual
truths. At the end of nine innings, you will not only be
knowledgeable in the sport of baseball, but, more
importantly, you will be so immersed in spirituality you'll
even want to go into extra innings! We will read the
book as the class goes along.

Grab a copy at http://shop.wnd.com/store/ for $8.95 and
join us on the 19th of April.

Weekly Bible Study

Bring your walking shoes and join with others at The
Centre’s track down town Elgin on Tuesdays at 6am as
we explore the coming week’s scriptures or bring a Bible
and join the group Wednesday, 6:00 a.m. at Panera
Bread in South Elgin, on Randall Road.

Book Club

The Book Club will meet on
Wednesday, April 15" at

5:15 pm to discuss “Widow's War”
by Sally Gunning. Come and join us
for coffee, good discussion then
followed by dinner here at Epworth.

For more information, please contact the Church Office at
847-931-5400.




Welcome Guests / First

Sunday Nursery

Parents are welcome to
take their children,
Kindergarten and young-
er, to the Nursery Care
Room. An Infant Soothing

Epworth UMC Time Attendees
) We are privileged to
37W040 Highland Avenue experience worship with
Elgin, IL 60124
you today and value
PHONE: offering God’s hospitality
(847) 931-5400 as a faith community
where you will be
FAX: enriched and  served

(847) 931-6721 through Christian ministry.

Epworth Church values
relevant and inspiring
messages, outstanding
music, and meaningful
programs for all ages, and
a wide variety of
ministries  designed to
include you and all loved
ones. You will find
welcoming materials on
the cart in the Tower Hall
Entrance and always feel

E-MAIL:
office@epworthumcelgin.org

Pastor David Newhouse

His Office Hours are:
Mon. 8:30-1:00

_ : free to request
Tue. 8:30 - 1:00 information from Greeters
Fri. 8:30 — 1:00 and Ushers.

Day Off — Thursday

Fellowship Time
Cell Phone: 847-263-8621

: Please enjoy Christian
e — Community Room, directly
We’re on the Web! behind the Sanctuary,
See us at: with  service  starting
between services. Have a

www.epworthumcelgin.org

cup of coffee, juice and/or
a snack.

Room/Nursing Room for
parents is adjacent to the
nursery. A closed-circuit
television enables your
Worship experience to be
uninterrupted. Greeters
and Ushers are always
glad to assist in locating
these rooms and the
professional staffing. The
Childcare  spaces are
available each Sunday
morning from 8:15 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. Quialified
and experienced adults
and support staff are
eager to meet you and
your special little ones!

Children’s
Resources
Children

Worship

are always
welcome in Worship.
Coloring resources and
age appropriate coloring
bulletins as well as other
activity supplies may be

found on the back
bookcase in the Sanctuary
or may be secured from
the Ushers.

Hearing Devices

Hearing devices are
available from the ushers.
If anyone wishes to
purchase their own device
to go with our current
system, submit  your
request to the ushers or
the church office.

Safety First

As a loving congregation,
we must support legal
guardians and parents in

limiting all unsupervised
movement by children
and/or youth in the

church facilities. Our
goal is always to provide
safe, secure, loving, and
responsible

accommodations and
spaces for all. Together
we must be alert to

situations that present risk
and help to ensure that
supervision and security
are uncompromised.

This Week's Calendar At A Glance;

Sunday, April 5

7:00am - UMM Breakfast

Food Pantry Sunday: Canned Meat / Fish

Manna Orders Taken

7:30am - Troop 111 Pancake B’fast & Silent Auction, at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 340 Grand Blvd in Elgin.

8:15am - Traditional Worship

9:20am - Sunday School

9:30am - Men, Song & Fellowship, Sanctuary

10:30am - CONNECTIONS Worship

11:30am - Praise Worship

Monday, April 6

6:30pm - 9:00pm CTE Rehearsals
7:00pm - Church Council Meeting
7:00pm - Boy Scout Troop #128

Tuesday, April 7

6:00am - Walking Bible Study, at The Centre, Elgin
6:30pm - CTE Rehearsals / Beacon Praise Band Rehearsal
6:30pm - Lay Leadership Meeting

Wednesday, April 8

6:00am - Bible Study at Panera Bread, South Elgin

5:30pm - Alleluia Choir / Wednesday Evening Dinner

6:00pm - Hospitality Committee Meeting / Youth Choir Practice

Wednesday, April 8 (Continued)

6:15pm - PADS - Call J Fazel if you can volunteer your time
6:30pm - Trustee’s Committee Meeting, Upper Conf. Room

6:30pm - 9:00pm CTE Rehearsals

6:30pm - Wednesday Discovery Adults / Discovery Club for Kids

7:00pm - Adult Choir Practice

Thursday, April 9
6:30pm - 9:00pm CTE Rehearsals

6:30pm - Cub Scout Pack 19, Den 1 & Den 5
7:00pm - Maundy Thursday Worship (Childcare available)

Friday, April 10

7:00am - 8:00am Friday Guys-Men’s Devotional Breakfast
7:00pm - Good Friday Worship (Childcare available)

Saturday, April 11

9:30am - 11:30am Disciple Bible Study-Jr. High Room

Sunday, April 12
Happy Easter!
6:30am - SunRise Worship Service

7:00am - 10:30am Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast

8:15am - Traditional Worship
10:30am - CONNECTIONS Worship
11:30am - Praise Worship




