
Membership Inquiry TODAY
Explore or Confirm Membership with Epworth UMC as your local family of faith!

Please indicate on the attendance register, provide a note in the offering or contact the church 
office if you feel the calling or want to explore your calling to make public your covenant of 
Christian service as a part of the Epworth United Methodist Church.  Options will then be 
developed to gather and examine the meaning and opportunities associated with church 
membership.

Come to an Inquiry Session today, from 9:30am to 10:20am. in the Sonrise Room (east 
of the Community Room).

Membership is a blessing… to be a blessing for others.  Keep in mind there are options for 
“Associate Members” (wish to keep primary membership with a congregation of another 
denomination while being active in ministry at Epworth) and “Affiliative Members” (wish to 
keep primary membership with another United Methodist Church while being active at 
Epworth.) 

Summer Worship Services Start Next Sunday, June 7th
8:15 - 9:10 a.m.  Traditional Service
9:30 - 10:15 a.m.  CONNECTIONS Service
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Praise Service

Last Chance … May Rainbow Convenant Special Offering
Northern Illinois Food Bank, a non-profit, 501(c)(3) charity organization and member of 
Feeding America (formerly America's Second Harvest - The Nation's Food Bank Network) was 
founded in May 1983 in Wheaton, Illinois and distributed 7,000 pounds of food in its first 
month. NIFB has grown tremendously in the past 24 years - distributing more than 22.5 million 
pounds of food in 2008 and currently serving over 520 food-assistance sites in 13 northern 
Illinois counties.

Food Pantry
For June, Epworth is putting out a plea for Cereal and Oats.  Please bring in your non-
perishable food and supply items to worship on Sunday, June 7th and place them in the 
baskets at the back of the Sanctuary before services.  These donations will be brought to the 
altar table with the offering.  All items will be given to local food pantries.
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KWWWJ
(Kids Who Walk With Jesus)

Hi from KWWWJ
A few weeks ago we had fun asking each of our little ones 
what they liked best about our Kids Who Walked With 
Jesus class…… today we'll include 3 replies:

Lu Lu Lucy A. :   "I like to cook us up food in the kitchen 
and have tea with all of us (Miss Mary & Miss Brit) in 
class!!!"

Jayden pronounced:   “I love all of it!"
                                                            
Drew: "I like to play with wood blocks building in class!"

****** stay tuned....more kids' quotes next week******

Remember:  always and never are 2 words you should 
always remember never to use!  And Remember:  if you 
can't see the bright side of life, polish the dull side!

w/giggles & God Bless, 
Childcare Coordinator

Monthly Breakfast
Each month all men are welcome to gather on a Sunday 
morning for a delicious breakfast followed by a variety of 
wonderful speakers.  This group also gathers for 
numerous other activities like Movie Night or cooking for 
UMW events.

Come and join us next Sunday, 
June 7th, at 7:00 a.m.

If you would like more information about this great 
organization, contact the Church Office at 847-931-5400.

Don’t forget
All Men can join us every Friday Morning at 7:00a.m. for 
breakfast and devotions.  Come on by before work or 
before you begin you day’s chores.

Weekly Bible Study
Bring a Bible and explore the  Book  of  Genesis.  Every 
Wednesday at 6:00 a.m. at Panera Bread in South 
Elgin, on Randall Road.

Father’s Day
Give a donation to a Man in Need!
Similar to Mother’s Day, the Worship 
Committee has decided that in lieu of
giving a small gift to the fathers in our 
congregation, we would continue the tradition of asking 
for donations to support men in our Community.  Like 
last year, our donations will go to PADS (Public Action To 
Deliver Shelter).  With your help, we are asking people to 
bring in any of the following items: 

�i Adult Backpacks, 
�i Inexpensive Men’s Wristwatches 
�i Walmart Gift Cards in the amounts of $10.00 or 

$15.00.

Please bring your items to church on Father’s Day (June 
21st).  These gifts will bring hope to men in need!  What 
better way to honor fathers struggling in our Community.

Friendship Club Luncheon
Over 55?  Come and join us at the next Friendship Club 
Luncheon.  The June luncheon will be held on
Wednesday, June 10th, 12:30pm at the Burnt Toast
Restaurant at 2492 North Randall Road in Elgin.   

Sign-up in the Community Room.  To 
carpool, meet at the Church at 12:00pm.  
Any questions, please contact the Church
Office at 847-931-5400.

Epworth Softball
                       Support our own Epworth softball teams.  

All games are at Elgin Sports Complex.  
The next games are on:

Division 1
June 6th - 8:00am - Field 7 vs. FCC

Division 2
June 6th - 10:20am - Field 1 vs. Discovery

- 11:30am - Field 5 vs. Bethel Baptist

         Come and cheer our teams on! 
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Epworth Mosaic Youth Group
This group is for all Youth 7th - 12th Grades.

The purpose of Mosaic youth group is to come together to grow in faith and to nurture and 
care for each other in Christian love in a safe and pressure-free place through service and fun.

Today, May 31st: 2:00pm – 3:00pm – Youth planning session in the Youth Room.  
Your ideas are needed for Summer.

Questions: Contact the Church Office at 847-931-5400.

Vacation Bible School Registration 

Each child will have a wonderful adventure playing games in the excitement of a real game show, experience God’s Word 
in the Primetime Bible Challenge, meet real-life servants at the Service Showcase, plus explore and create through crafts, 
snacks, and games. They will see how God works in the lives of everyone who trusts Him. And through it all, kids will 
discover that with Jesus everyone wins!

Register online to attend or volunteer for Studio Go! Visit our website: www.epworthumcelgin.org and select the 
“Community” tab where you will see the option to register.  Registration forms are also available in the Community Room.

Honor Music Sunday

Next Sunday, June 7th we’ll be celebrating Music Sunday.  This recognition will be held at both worship 
services.

Box Tops For Education
Please don’t forget to cut out the Box Tops for Education labels from General Mills cereals and cake 
mixes and put them in the Mission collection cabinet found in the hallway near the tower entrance.  
These rewards will go to a school in our own community – Garfield School in Elgin.  It’s a simple thing
to do.  Take a look at this link to see what products you can cut: www.boxtops4education.com.

July 6 – 10
6:00pm – 8:30pm

Our VBS programs are for all 
children ages 3 years old to 6th

Grade.

Please remember to tell your 
friends, relatives, and neighbors.

The cost is $20.00 for one child, 
$40.00 for a family.
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Methodist Trivia:
Here is some trivia that will amaze your friends… or 
maybe not.

�x Rev. C A Briggs was the founding minister at 
Epworth; the first meeting occurring on April 15, 
1894.   He left in 1899 to serve a church in Plato 
Center.  Imagine the old TV Game show called “To 
Tell the Truth.”   By some quirk of magic or time 
travel, 3 contestants are brought in, each claiming 
to be Rev. Charles A. Briggs.  At the end of the 
show, the question is asked “Will the real Rev.
Charles A. Briggs please stand up?”   There is a 
little commotion, one pretends to stand, then 
another.  The first two look at the remaining 
contestant.   Then, all at once, the 3 stand.   One 
is Rev. Briggs, the former pastor at Epworth.  The 
other is Rev. Briggs, his son.    The third is Rev. 
Briggs, probably not related to the other two, who 
is a Presbyterian minister who later switched to 
the Episcopalian church.

�x Officially, the oldest Methodist Church in the NIC is 
the United Methodist Church in Galena, Illinois, 
dating to 1829.   However, members of the UMC in 
Plainfield would likely beg to differ, claiming they 
started to meet in the mid 1820s.  Part of the 
problem is not until the 1890s did the Methodist 
churches officially have the term “Church” in them.  
Prior to that they were Methodist Meeting Houses, 
Methodist Classes, Methodist Missions, etc.

�x Related to the previous point, that might make 
Epworth one of the first churches to be officially 
called a Methodist Church under the “new” rules.

�x Every 5 years there is a world conference of 
Methodists.  This conference is for denominations 
that trace their beginnings to the preaching and 
hymns of the Wesley brothers, John and Charles.   
At the last conference in South Korea there 
were 72 different “Methodist” denom-
inations, including, of course, the United 
Methodist Church.

Source of the trivia: Rev. Dan Swinson, Pastor, 
Trinity UMC in Mt. Prospect, and one of the world’s (in 
my opinion at least) leading experts of Methodist 
history.   On Saturday May 23, 2009, I attended a 
conference at his church of about 40 local church 
historians of the Northern Illinois Conference.  There 
was some serious Methodist history geek-speak.

Epworth Local Church Historian

The date for the Rummage Sale
is getting closer, June 19th

from 9AM to 4PM and June 
20th from 9AM to 2PM.  You 
can bring your clean, usable

items to church beginning Sunday, June 14th.  (No 
clothing please).

Help  is  needed  all week for setting up, pricing, staffing 
the sale and taking down. We especially need help 
picking up larger items, so if you have a pick-up 
and are willing to help, let us know.  Whether you 
can do one day or multiple days, your support would be 
greatly appreciated. A sign-up sheet has been placed in 
the Community Room.

For more information on how you can help, contact the 
Church Office at 847-931-5400.

Church Bulletin Bloopers
Enjoy the following bloopers from church bulletins:

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 
community.  Smile at someone who is hard to love.  Say 
‘Hell” to someone who doesn’t care much about you.
--------------------------
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They 
need all the help they can get.
--------------------------
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the 
church hall.  Music will follow.
--------------------------
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
‘What is Hell?’  Come early and listen to our choir 
practice.
--------------------------
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones.
--------------------------
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house.  Bring your husbands.
--------------------------
The preacher will preach his farewell massage, after 
which the choir will sing, "Break Forth With Joy".
--------------------------
The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. The 
sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.

Items to be included in the Sunday Bulletin need to 
be in by Wednesday at Noon.  
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Fair Trade Coffee Products
Thanks to all those using Fair Trade coffee, tea and cocoa and providing an offering for beverages 
during our fellowship time.  UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief) promotes this effort 
to support small farmers and their families in other parts of the world.  For more information on all the Fair 
Trade Products, see the cart located in the Tower entrance.

Cookie/Finger Food 
Helped Needed!

Do you enjoy making cookies/
finger foods?  About 10 dozen 
cookies or finger food is 
needed for fellowship time 
each Sunday.  If you would 
like to help by baking for one 

or more Sundays, sign-up on the sheet which has 
been placed on the bulletin board next to the 
Flower Chart.  Of course we are not expecting one 
person to make 10 dozen cookies – that’s why 
we’ve added extra lines for multiple bakers!  
Cookies need to be placed in the Community Room 
by 9:00 am each Sunday.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the Church Office at 847-
931-5400.

Bible Study & Exercise
Bring your walking shoes 
and join with others at The 
Centre’s track down town 
Elgin on Tuesdays at 
6am as we explore the 
coming week’s scriptures 

or bring a Bible and  join the group Wednesday, 
6:00 a.m. at Panera Bread in South Elgin, on 
Randall Road.

Heifer International
The Missions Committee is trying to earn enough 
money to send an ark of animals to Heifer 
International.  We already have some in the ark, 
but we still need a little more.  Bring in your loose 
change and drop your change in the jars located in 
the Community Room.  We can change lives.

New Creations Preschool News
Registrations are currently being taken for the 2009-10 
school year.  If you or anyone you know is looking for a 
loving environment where their child can grow emotionally, 
spiritually and intellectually, New Creations is the place to 
be!  We are offering both Tuesday and Thursday as well as 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday a.m. classes.  

Registration fee is $100.00.

This year we have two tuition rates, one for Church 
Members and the other for Non-Church Members:

Church Member Tuition Rates:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday - $180.50 month
Tuesday/Thursday - $128.25 month

Non Church Member Tuition Rates:
Monday/Wednesday/Friday - $190.00 month
Tuesday/Thursday - $135.00 month

We thank you for your continual prayers and support for 
renewed growth at New Creations Preschool!   Don’t forget 
to check us out on the web at www.epworthumcelgin.org.  
Any questions, please call me at 847-931-5088.    
– Penny Ball / Director

Hanging Flower Baskets
New Creations Preschool would like to thank 
everyone who placed orders for our Hanging
Basket Sale.  We raised $515 and we couldn't 
have done it without you!   Thank You!

Special Offering, June 7th
Next Sunday, June 7th, the call is 
for our church to continue its 
witness and education about the 
United Nations and its peace 

objectives.  The offering, which is to be used for Peace with 
Justice ministries, is divided equally between the Annual 
Conference and the General Board of Church and Society.

Lost & Found
Unable to find something you’ve lost recently.
Call the Office, we may have what you’re 
looking for!  (847) 931-5400.



coffee, juice and/or a 
snack.

Sunday Nursery
Parents are welcome to 
take their children, 
Kindergarten and young-
er, to the Nursery Care 
Room.  An Infant Soothing 
Room/Nursing Room for 
parents is adjacent to the 
nursery.  A closed-circuit 
television enables your 
Worship experience to be 
uninterrupted. Greeters 
and Ushers are always 
glad to assist in locating 
these rooms and the 
professional staffing. The 
Childcare spaces are 
available each Sunday 
morning from 8:15 a.m. -
12:30 p.m.  Qualified 
and experienced adults 
and support staff are 
eager to meet you and 
your special little ones! 

Children’s Worship 
Resources
Children are always
welcome in Worship.  
Coloring resources and 
age appropriate coloring 

bulletins as well as other 
activity supplies  may be 
found on the back 
bookcase in the Sanctuary 
or may be secured from 
the Ushers.

Hearing Devices
Hearing devices are 
available from the ushers.  
If anyone wishes to 
purchase their own device 
to go with our current 
system, submit your 
request to the ushers or 
the church office.

Safety First
As a loving congregation, 
we must support legal 
guardians and parents in 
limiting all unsupervised 
movement by children 
and/or youth in the 
church facilities.   Our 
goal is always to provide 
safe, secure, loving, and 
responsible 
accommodations and 
spaces for all.  Together 
we must be alert to 
situations that present risk 
and help to ensure that 
supervision and security 
are uncompromised.

Welcome Guests / First 
Time Attendees
Welcome Packets are 
available for all visitors.  
The green packets are 
located in the side pockets 
of the seating in the 
Sanctuary (along with the
Hymnals). Please take the 
information home to read 
and fill out.  Response 
cards can be returned in 
the offering basket on 
Sundays, or mailed direct-
ly to the church office.  
There is also a variety of 
materials, about UMC 
beliefs and activities and 
events at Epworth UMC, 
available at the informat-
ion kiosk in the Tower 
entrance.  And please feel 
free to ask the Greeters 
and Ushers for any 
additional information you 
may require.

Fellowship Time
Please enjoy Christian 
hospitality in the Comm-
unity Room, directly be-
hind the Sanctuary, with 
service starting between 
services.  Have a cup of 
coffee, juice and/or a 
snack.

Epworth UMC
37W040 Highland Avenue

Elgin, IL 60124

PHONE:
(847) 931-5400

FAX:
(847) 931-6721

E-MAIL:
office@epworthumcelgin.org

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.epworthumcelgin.org

Pastor David Newhouse

His Office Hours are:
Mon. 8:30 – 1:00
Tue. 8:30 – 1:00
Fri. 8:30 – 1:00

Day Off – Thursday

Cell Phone: 847-263-8621
Email: NAD1126@JUNO.COM

Thursday, June 4
7:00pm - Crop Walk Committee Meeting, M5
7:00pm - W.U.S.C. Study Group

Friday, June 5
7:00am - 8:00am Friday Guys-Men’s Devotional Breakfast

Saturday, June 6
Epworth Softball, see page 2
12:30pm - Voice Recitals

Sunday, June 7
Food Pantry: Cereal, Oats / Manna Orders Taken
7:00am - UM Men’s Breakfast
8:15am - Traditional Worship
9:30am - CONNECTIONS Worship
10:30am - Praise Worship

Sunday, May 31
8:15am - Traditional Worship
9:30am -  Member Inquiry Session
10:30am - CONNECTIONS Worship
11:30am - Praise Worship
2:00pm - 3:00pm Mosaic Youth Group Planning Session

Monday, June 1
6:00pm - New Creations Preschool Meeting Youth Room
7:00pm - Church Council Meeting
7:00pm - Boy Scout Troop #128

Tuesday, June 2
6:00am - Walking Bible Study, at The Centre, Elgin
6:30pm - Lay Leadership Meeting
6:30pm - Beacon Praise Band Rehearsal

Wednesday, June 3
6:00am - Bible Study at Panera Bread, South Elgin
5:30pm - Vision Team Meeting
6:00pm - Youth Choir Practice 
7:00pm - Adult Choir Practice

  This Week’s Calendar At A Glance:

Summer Worship Starts
Next Sunday, June 7th

8:15 - 9:10 a.m.  Traditional Service
9:30 - 10:15 a.m.  CONNECTIONS Service

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Praise Service


